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prospects

The Chinese Effect

The Minister of Economic
Development of the Tula region
Grigory Lavrukhin:

– It is pleasant
that our
Chinese
partners have
a sincere
interest in
cooperation in
the investment
sphere. It is
very important that such a
large delegation visits the
Tula region. Our region is
characterized by a diversified
economy and high industrial
potential. We are committed
to constructive relations with
Chinese partners and will
support their initiatives.
Chairman of the board of
the Wuhan Yuzhi Business
Company Zuo Xiaohong:

– Our
delegation
represents
China's
petrochemical
and refinery
enterprises
at the
international
level. For many of us, this visit
to Russia is the first, so we
have gotten to know both the
Tula region and your country.
It is important to find points for
further cooperation.
The installation of sulfuric acid production is conducted by a Chinese company

A delegation from
the China Chemical
Energy Conservation Technology Association (CCECTA) and
the Russian-Chinese
Strategic Investment
Fund (RKFSI) visited
the Tula region. They
discussed the prospects
of cooperation with
members of the regional government and visited leading chemical
enterprises.
Andrey ZHIZLOV
Gennady POLYAKOV

Investments beneficial to all
CCECTA unites over 200 of the
largest enterprises of the Celestial
Empire, which work in the field of
chemistry, petrochemistry, and oil
refining. As for RKFSI, there are
already about forty large projects in its
portfolio implemented in the territory
of our country. In May, the Fund
signed a memorandum of cooperation
with the Development Corporation
of the Tula region. The visit of the
Chinese delegation to the region is
an introduction to the prospects of
the chemical industry and investment
opportunities.
The first part of the visit was a
meeting in which representatives

of the regional government, the
Corporation for Development of the
Tula Region, and chemical enterprises
took part. The Deputy Minister of
Economic Development Vyacheslav
Romanov introduced the guests to
the investment opportunities of the
Tula region. He reminded them that
our region is one of the leaders of
industrial production in Russia in
2016.
–
Thanks to the effective work
of the team led by the governor, a very
favorable investment environment has
developed in the Tula region, he noted.
- There is a wide range of privileges
and preferences for investors, and a
comfortable business environment has
developed. Investors receive tangible
benefits on property tax and profits.
We are ready to create infrastructure
and to train staff at the request of
enterprises. A favorable mechanism
for special investment contracts has
been successfully introduced.
In addition, among the advantages
Romanov called convenient logistics,
the presence of large automobile and
railway highways and the opportunity
to become residents of the industrial
park and Uzlovaya special economic
zone.
The Minister of Industry and
Fuel and Energy Complex Dmitry
Lomovtsev noted that chemistry is the
second most important branch of the
regional industry after engineering.
The Tula region is the Russian
leader in the production of mineral
fertilizers. We also have developed
a petrochemical processing, gas
chemical direction.
–
The regional government is
promoting the petrochemical cluster

in the region, – he said. – This is a
new direction, but we have interesting
developments in order to attract direct
and portfolio investments into this
sphere.
China is already open
An important part of the visit of the
Chinese delegation to the Tula region
was visiting the leading chemical
enterprises of the region. In particular,
the guests from the Celestial Empire
got acquainted with the work of the
united Shchekinoazot company. This
is an enterprise with great traditions,
which constantly sets itself all new
goals, and masters promising types of
products. The basis of this progress is
a large-scale development program,
designed in 2005. A number of large
innovative projects have already been
implemented within its framework.
Among them is the production of
methanol M-450 – the most modern
and high-tech in Russia and in Europe.
Now several other promising projects
are being realized at Shchekinoazot –
in particular, a combined methanol
and ammonia production facility with
a capacity of 450 and 135 thousand
tons per year, respectively, and
production of dimethyl ether and
treatment facilities.
During the excursion around
the territory of Shchekinoazot,
the guests were shown the M-450
installation and acquainted with its
technological features. In addition,
the Chinese guests visited another
modern production facility under
construction, which will produce
sulfuric acid. It is noteworthy that
the facility is being built by a Chinese
company.

The regional government is promoting the petrochemical cluster
in the region, – he
said. – This is a
new direction, but
we have interesting developments
in order to attract
direct and portfolio investments
into this sphere.

–
We
discovered
China
after the introduction of Western
sanctions, – said the technical
director of Shchekinoazot Vyacheslav
Kurganov. – The contract was
concluded in October 2015 – first for
the design, manufacture, and supply
of equipment. Then we proposed that
the same company should carry out
installation works.
Now the equipment of the new
complex is already being installed.
It is assumed that it will produce
200 thousand tons of acid per year:
about 115 thousand tons will go
to the production of caprolactam,

85 thousand tons – for sale.
Commissioning works are planned for
early 2018.
Chinese guests were happy to talk
with their compatriots working on the
site of Shchekinoazot.
–
This is an important
enterprise, a new and interesting
project, – said Sophia Zhu, assistant
director of a Chinese company that
works on the construction of sulfuric
acid production. – People from Russia
are friendly and are able to build a
mutually beneficial business. I hope
that our cooperation will be strong
and long-term.
The visit to Shchekinoazot was
completed with a meeting in which
the heads of the enterprise and the
Chinese delegation took part.
–
Our company is dynamically
and rapidly developing – today you
were able to make sure of this, – said
the General Director of Shchekinoazot
Anatoly Surba. – Cooperation with
China is established, and this concerns
not only the production of acid: we
purchase there a lot of equipment,
pipes, and isolation valves. Chinese
products are very competitive in
comparison with European ones.
The main thing is to work with wellknown, reputable companies.
The Chinese partners thanked
the management of Shchekinoazot
and highly appreciated the enterprise
development program. The guests
were impressed by the professionalism
of the Shchekino chemists and their
desire to use the latest technological
and scientific developments.

