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The governor participated in the volunteer day with 
chainsaw in hand.

Governor Alexei Dyumin and the president of Shchekinoazot, Boris Sokol, 
visited Platonovsky Park. 

The employees of Shchekinoazot actively took part in Green Russia, the All-Russian Ecological Volunteer Day, 
in Platonovsky Park.

Platonovsky Park will 
have a new beach 
and a clean pond

An impromptu wedding photoshoot with Alexei 
Dyumin’s and Boris Sokol’s participation.
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The entire territory of the former Pla-
tonovsky forest will also be beautified. 
On 30 September, the governor of Tula 
Region came to inspect the park.

On 30 September, Green Rus-
sia Ecological Volunteer Days 
were held across the country. 
The clean-up zone included 

Platonovsky forest, part of which was 
also beautified last year. Members of 
the government, headed by Chairman 
Yury Andrianov, employees of Tula 
Parks and the administration of the 
Privokzalny District worked side-by-
side. The employees of Shchekinoazot 
took an active part in the clean-up of 
Platonovsky Park.

Chemists from Shchekino, by the 
way, consistently support initiatives to 
improve the environmental situation 
and participate in land-improvement 
activities in the region. For the Shchek-
insky District’s primary employer, tak-
ing care of the environment means, 
above all, taking measures to improve 
technology and modernise production. 
At Shchekinoazot, new treatment fa-
cilities are being built, and advanced, 
ecologically safe technologies are be-
ing introduced to ensure a continuous 
reduction in environmental impact. 
They are also working to save natural 
resources and create a comfortable 
social environment for everyone in the 
Tula region.

Environmental conservation is part 
of Shchekinoazot’s activity in the so-
cial sphere. The total amount of so-
cial expenditures in the past five years 
comes to 230 million roubles.

At the clean-up in Platonovsky Park, 
the mood was one of festive hard work; 
a brass band directed by Balin cheered 
on the workers, and in a nearby tent, 
everybody enjoyed hot tea, pancakes 
and pies. Kids ran about on the play-
ground, and newlyweds took pictures 
in the pavilions by the pond.

Governor Alexei Dyumin came to 
Platonovsky Park in work clothes. It 

was clear that he wasn’t just planning 
to see how the volunteer day was go-
ing and how his subordinates were 
working — he came to work himself.

It’s true, though, that the first thing 
he did was congratulate the newly-
weds on the happy occasion and wish 
them love and harmony.

Local residents were waiting to find 
out what would happen to the forest 
and whether it would undergo further 
work. And what would happen to the 
ponds?

“Half a year ago, the residents of the 
district requested the improvement of 
this territory. A lot has been done here 
in a short time.

Recently, a monument to our fellow 
countryman, the singer Igor Talkov, 
was built, and [Sokol] himself paid for 
it. Let’s see together how this park will  
develop further”, said the governor.

Then, everybody went to take a look 
at what had already been done and 
what was yet to be done. Boris Alexan-
drovich Sokol was the “tour guide”.

By the way, the park — the land, to 
be more precise — is not yet the prop-
erty of Tula region. For the moment, it 
is being rented. By the end of the year, 
the Federal Agency for State Proper-
ty Management will have ownership 
transferred to the state institution Tula 
Parks. Starting next year, Tula Parks 
will be responsible for the territory, 
including for its upkeep and improve-
ment.

Currently, only a small section at the 
entrance of Platoshka, as it is affec-
tionately called by local residents, has 
been beautified. The remaining terri-
tory, which is twice as large, looks like 
an old, abandoned forest. There are a 
number of project proposals concern-
ing how, exactly, this area should look. 
There are plans to finalise the projects 
with local residents and gradually im-
plement them.

“At the weekend, the playgrounds 
are just packed, they need to be en-
larged” explained Boris Sokol. “Of 
course, the efforts of those who are 
engaged in beautifying the Platon-
ovsky forest are heroic”.

Boris Sokol explained that the ba-
sic plan is based on the division of the 

park’s territory into two zones: “Cul-
ture and Recreation” and “Nature and 
Walks”. In the design, the main entrance 
is on Margelov Street. In the centre of 
the site, there is a fountain surrounded 
by benches and lawns with decorative 
bushes, as well as a classical colon-
nade. There are lanes and landscape 
elements. A large playground stands 
to the left of the fountain. At the two 
ends of the embankment, on the left 
and on the right, are rotundas.

One of the beautification projects 
involves creating a beach area with 
little wooden bridges and fountains.

— “And what about the quality of wa-
ter in the pond?” inquired the governor.

— “We will get 
the water up to the 
needed purity, all 
the rubbish will be 
removed from the 
bottom and the 
shoreline will be 
cleaned up”, prom-
ised the local Min-
ister of Ecology, 
Yury Panfilov.

In a distant corner of the park, work-
ers were clearing fallen trees.

The governor put on a protective 
helmet and gloves, picked up a chain-
saw and sawed a couple of old trees 
into neat little pieces with ease.

“The total area 
of the park is 
about 30 hectares’, 
explained Andrei 
Zhuravlev, director 
of Tula Parks, after 
the volunteer day. 
“It’s a big territory. 
It is quite obvious 
that apart from 
the recreational 
part, which is already well-equipped, 
it needs elements essential to all Tula 
parks. That means sports fields, a bicy-
cle and pedestrian network and light-
ing. All of this has to be planned, de-
signs need to presented to residents 
for discussion. We need to look at the 
park’s logistics: where the flow of peo-
ple comes from, how much this or that 
zone will be in demand. Only then will 
it be possible to carry out the project”.

As Andrey Zhuravlev said, there is a 
plan to create a beach zone, but be-
fore this can happen, the bottom and 
the coastline need to be cleaned and 
the reservoir needs to be biologically 
rehabilitated.

“This area is densely populated, 
high-rises are quickly going up all 
around, but there is no other zone for 
recreation. Therefore, Platonovsky Park 
is very important for this community”, 
said Andrei Zhuravlev.

We are thankful to Boris Aleksan-
drovich Sokol [the president of 
Shchekinoazot — author’s note] for 
his social responsibility,  for his help 
in the beautification of this park 
and to the whole region in general 

through other programmes.
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