
Hockey unites 
people
Company employees, local residents, hockey 
players of an amateur children's team, 
coaches, and former hockey players gathered 
to witness the official ceremony of laying a 
foundation stone with a time capsule that 
mark the beginning of construction. People 
waited for the beginning of the ceremony, 
discussing how the new complex would look 
like and asking children if they would like to 
go in for sports here. It seems hockey really 
unites people of all ages and generations.

Valery Kamensky, Olympic champion, 
Stanley Cup holder and three-time world 
champion, was also excited and enthusiastic.

"Hockey is a team game," he noted. "The 
more boys and even girls get the opportunity 
to engage in it, the healthier the nation will 
be."

According to him, authorities and 
different companies are focusing on the 
development of this sport in the region: new 
ice arenas are being built, professional teams 
are being created and their professionalism 
is constantly improving.

"We are always ready to come to Tula," 
he smiled. "A lot of wonderful people, who 
know and love hockey, live here. And I think 
the occasion is really worth coming to even 
on foot.

Valery Kamensky's viewpoint is shared by 
Sergey Fedorov, three-time world champion, 
Olympic silver and bronze medalist, who 
noted that any sport instills in children 
persistence in achieving goals and the will 
to win. And these qualities are important not 
only for future champions.

You can go skating 
all year round
It may be said that hockey is a traditional sport 
in Shchekino. Many sports fans remember 
the Kord hockey team that existed until the 
early 2000s. The team was put together in 
1978, and from that time Shchekino athletes 
competed in championships of the USSR and 
Russia.

However, even after the team ceased 
to exist, Shchekino residents did not forget 
about hockey. Boys formed an amateur team 
named Khimik.

"I've been playing for about a year," 
said young hockey player Daniil Nikonov. 
"In winter we play in Pervomaisky, and in 

summer we train on roller skates. Of course, 
it's clear that the construction of a new 
complex will take some time. But we want the 
construction to start as soon as possible."

The boy's impatience is quite 
understandable because  once the sports 
complex opens its doors to athletes, training 
conditions will change drastically.

As President of Shchekinoazot Boris 
Sokol stressed, the construction of a new 
sports complex with an ice arena, supported 
by both local residents and the company's 
trade union, was the brainchild of the 
Governor of Tula Region.

Within a very short period of time, 
specialists selected a construction site, 
developed a project, held public hearings 
informing people about all the details of the 
plan to build the Ice Palace.

The total area of the sports and fitness 
complex will be more than 6,000 square 
meters, with 2,000 square meters of the ice 
arena itself for hockey and figure skating. In 
addition, it will house gyms, changing rooms, 
lavatories (including those for people with 
disabilities), shower rooms, a food court, 
coaching rooms, facilities for referees, 
a medical room, a sauna, storerooms 
and support services, etc. Shchekinoazot 
promises to support athletes.

The complex has a capacity of 600 seats. 
And Khimik players are pleased they will be 
able to play all year round.

Message to future 
generations
Tula Region Governor Alexei Dyumin 
welcomed guests at the official ceremony.

"This event starts the revival and 
preservation of hockey traditions in Tula 
Region. It contributes to the promotion of 
sports and active lifestyle," he stressed. 
"Hockey is actively developing in the region, 
and our youth team is doing well. I want 
to thank Boris Alexandrovich Sokol, who 
takes care of his small Motherland, and the 
Shchekinoazot company which is not resting 
on its laurels, produces goods that are highly 
sought-after in our country and abroad, 
and is expanding its export potential and 
preserving dynasties."

The Governor reminisced about the 
Shchekino Kord team and expressed 
confidence that the construction of the 
new complex would revive the best sports 
traditions. In his opinion, the Shchekinoazot 
project is a significant contribution to the 
development of hockey and figure skating, 
which are so popular in our region.

In response, the Shchekinoazot President 
thanked the head of the region for his kind 
words and active support for company 
projects.

"It's a wonderful day today. It's a great 
celebration and the beginning of important 
work," said Boris Sokol. "Shchekinoazot 
has committed itself to the construction of 
a modern Ice Palace, and we are going to 
implement this project within the shortest 
possible time. I want to emphasize that such 
large-scale social projects have become 
possible thanks to our production progress 
and economic basis. Some time ago we 
could only dream of such a thing, but today 
we begin the construction of a new sports 
facility."

Alexander Yakushev, two-time Olympic 
champion, multiple world and European 
champion, three-time USSR champion, and 
Pavel Bure, Stanley Cup finalist, Olympic 
silver and bronze medalist, highly appreciated 
the project. Alexander Yakushev said that 
hockey has been loved by people since its 
emergence in our country in 1946.

"We really appreciate the efforts of all 
people who find resources to invest in sports 
development," he stressed.

And Pavel Bure, nicknamed "The Russian 
Rocket," added that "each time I come to the 
region, I note how many things are being done 
to create the most favorable conditions for 
amateur and professional sports activities."

"Take this message as a symbol of a new 
stage in the development of winter sports, 
as a call for preserving our business, sport 
traditions, increasing sports glory of Tula 
Region" — this is the message, signed by 
Alexei Dyumin and Boris Sokol, that will be 
read by future generations opening a time 
capsule what will be kept (along with a 
hockey stick) in the hockey museum of the 
future Ice Palace.

"Shchekinoazot is an example of a 
successful business that pays taxes, builds 
new production facilities, produces goods, 
takes social responsibility, helps develop 
the territory, implements significant social 
and cultural projects," noted the head of 
the region. "These initiatives are among 
priorities set by the President of the Russian 
Federation."

Indeed, the company regularly makes big 
investments in the social sphere. Last year 
investments amounted to 158 mln rubles.

Shchekinoazot helps develop boxing, 
martial arts, sports acrobatics, gymnastics 
and swimming. Boxers train free of charge 
at the Yubileiny Sports Center owned by 
Shchekinoazot.

The company strongly believes that it's 
needed to promote physical culture and foster 
a responsible attitude towards health from 
early childhood. To this end, it's important 
to have the appropriate infrastructure, and 
Shchekinoazot is involved in its development.

And who knows, maybe in the near future 
Shchekino will produce sports stars bringing 
fame to our country and our region...
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Ice Palace for 
Future Champions
On a weekday people prepare for some celebration on Gagarin Street in Shchekino. 
Next to the pavilion there are many boys talking,  "They say Bure will also come! And 
Kasatonov!" The kids are excited and impatiently waiting: the arrival of legendary 
hockey players as well as  the construction of the Ice Palace sports complex by 
Shchekinoazot is a true gift for them.

The hockey stick, signed by leaders 
and hockey stars, will be kept in 
the hockey museum of the sports 
complex

Ice Palace is designed for 
600 seats

Alexei DYUMIN and Pavel Bure: hockey 
should flourish in Tula Region

Tula Region Governor Alexei DYUMIN and Shchekinoazot President Boris SOKOL 
sign a message for future generations

Players of amateur hockey team Khimik look forward to the 
completion of the Ice Palace


