
"Why did I choose to 
work at Shcheki-
noazot? Because 
I love chemistry 
and because my 

parents worked here," explains Uliana Fedo-
seyenko, the head of the Centralised Techni-
cal Control Department.

It's a hard job, but InterestIng
She graduated with a degree in chemis-

try from Belarus State University, worked for 
a time at Grodno Azot and joined Shcheki-
noazot in 2004.

"How would I describe 
our team in two words? Su-
preme professionals!" says 
Uliana.

Her colleague Andrei 
Kondratiev, a master re-
pairman, agrees 100%. He 
came here in 1993 after 
graduating from university. 
He studied heavy mechani-

cal engineering not far from here, at the Tula 
Polytechnic Institute. Machinery and welding 
technology were what attracted the young 
man.

"I made the decision to 
work at Shchekinoazot back 
when I was studying, so de-
termining my career path 
wasn't an ordeal," he smiles. 
"Actually, I'm continuing a 
family tradition. Working 
here is hard and demand-
ing, but also interesting. It 
opens up wide horizons for 

employees."
On the Chemist's Day, Andrei received a 

letter of gratitude from the head of the admin-
istration of Shchekino District for his years 
of hard work. Uliana received an honorary 
diploma from the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade.

the PrIde of the regIon
Many other employees of Shchekinoazot 

were honoured with different awards on the 
Chemist's Day. The event was celebrated on 1 
June on the stage of the Khimik Palace of Cul-
ture in Pervomaisky.

Governor of Tula Region Alexei Dyumin 
congratulated the chemists of Shchekino 
warmly, saying that the chemical industry is 
truly the pride of the region. It is developing 
dynamically. For instance, significant invest-
ment projects are currently being implement-
ed, unique technologies are being introduced 
and new jobs are being created in this indus-
try, which is one of the most important for the 
state.

"Recently, at the St. Petersburg Interna-
tional Economic Forum, the administration 
of Tula Region, the management of Shcheki-
noazot and Russian Minister of Industry and 
Trade Denis Manturov signed a memoran-
dum envisaging the conclusion of a special in-

vestment contract for the construction of two 
new facilities," said Alexei. "Total investment 
will amount to 19 billion roubles, and the fa-
cilities will create 140 new jobs."

The enterprise, the governor said, has 
maintained high standards for 60 years and 
contributed to the economy and community 
of Tula Region. Shchekinoazot is one of the 
leaders of the chemical industry in Russia, 
and its products compete successfully with 
those of international rivals.

"I want to thank the management for their 
social responsibility, for the multiple charity 
programmes introduced in the region thanks 
to Shchekinoazot. The company supports 
schools, hospitals and institutions of culture 
and sport, and supports projects for a better 
urban environment," Alexei Gennadievich 
continued. "The basis of any industry, any 
company, is people, true professionals, who 
care about the results of their work. Entire dy-
nasties of employees work at Shchekinoazot. 
The company is known for the way it takes 
care of them, which is why new generations of 
chemists come here to replace their parents, 
reinforcing traditions that have lasted many 
years. The development of many other indus-
tries depends on your hard work."

The governor thanked the personnel and 
the factory's veterans for their dedicated work 
and loyalty to their professions before pre-
senting awards to the most outstanding em-
ployees. Vladimir Yegorkin and Alexander 
Egorov were recognised as Honoured Chem-
ists. The head of the company, Boris Sokol, 
received the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
medal 'For Labour Valour'.

a tIme for reflectIon
Boris Sokol is convinced that a profes-

sional holiday is the perfect time to reflect on 
the company's results over the past year. He 
described the enterprise's workforce as highly 
responsible, well-coordinated and profession-
al.

"We've set ambitious goals for ourselves. 
In 2018, we'll be commissioning four new 
production facilities at once: an M-450/A-135 

methanol-ammonia complex, a sulphuric 
acid installation, perfume-quality dimethyl 
ether production site (in association with Pet-
ro Carbo Chem) and new treatment facilities," 
Boris Aleksandrovich said. "We're now on the 
cusp of achieving these objectives. The new 
facilities will be launched in the early autumn. 
We're looking forward to this moment impa-
tiently and anxiously – it's going to be mem-
orable for all of us. This will be a first in the 
history of our company, which will be turning 
65 in two years! Four advanced high-tech fa-
cilities! Incredibly complex technology based 
on the latest scientific research. The entire 
team, construction organisations and subcon-
tractors, our numerous partners – everyone 
has made titanic efforts and worked hard, in 
all kinds of weather, pushing themselves to 
the limit. We are standing on the threshold of 
this, I'm not afraid to say it, historical event. A 
new era for Shchekinoazot is about to begin."

In 13 years, the chemists of Shchekino 
have completed 16 investment and moderni-
sation projects, and 882 million dollars has 
been invested in the development of Shchek-
inoazot. A comparable sum is planned for 
investment in the next few years. The four fa-
cilities mentioned are part of Shchekinoazot's 
development strategy. They are all extremely 
important for the company. For instance, the 
methanol-ammonia complex will allow the 

company to more than double its annual out-
put. It's worth mentioning that a facility with 
this combination of products is unique on the 
planet: more methanol and less ammonia, 
450,000 and 135,000 tonnes a year, respective-
ly.

"We use the original technology of our 
partners, Haldor Topsoe. When we begin pro-
ducing sulphuric acid, the material needed to 
produce caprolactam, we'll be able to switch 
to completely in-house production, which 
is cost-effective," said Boris Sokol. "The per-
fume-quality dimethyl ether project is part of 
the import substitution programme. This will 
be the first installation of the kind in Russia. 
We're going to be pioneers, and not for the 
first time. When our product passes testing, 
the quality of Russian cosmetic sprays is going 
to rise to a new level. The technical capacity of 
the new treatment facilities will help not only 
in current projects, but in future ones as well."

Boris Sokol also talked about the compa-
ny's plans. In the coming years, Azot plans to 
complete the Methanol-500 project, with a 
capacity of 270,000 tonnes of nitric acid and 
340,000 tonnes of ammonium nitrate a year, 
and build a carbamide-ammonia complex. 
The first two facilities will receive government 
support through the SIC (special investment 
contracts) system.

The president of Shchekinoazot cordially 
thanked his team for their hard work and pro-
fessionalism, and the regional administration, 
the governor, the Russian Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade and business and financial part-
ners for their collaboration in achieving great 
results and their support for the company's 
investment programmes.

The celebration continued with a concert 
given by the talented students of the Charity 
Foundation of the Tolstoy, Topsoe and Sokol 
Families and the singer Ilia Meleshchenko. 
The Saint Petersburg Plastic Hands Theatre 
'Hand Made' performed a composition ded-
icated to the company's history.  On 2 June, 
Shchekinoazot held a huge concert in Shchek-
ino to celebrate the Chemist's Day. Stars from 
the region took part in it, including the singer 
Denis Maidanov, an Honoured Artist of the 
Russian Federation and winner of multiple 
awards: the Golden Gramophone, Song of the 
Year and Chanson of the Year.
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