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The administration of Tula 
continues to solve ambitious 
tasks for the development of 
the city's sports infrastructure

A contract for the construction of 
the city's new rhythmic gymnastics 
center was signed with Garantiya LLC 
last January. The construction will be 
completed by the end of August 2017. 
This is a joint project between building 
specialists and the sports community of 
Tula, so the wishes of professionals will 
be taken into account during all stages 
of the work.

The four-story rhythmic gymnastics 
center building will call Zarechye its 
home, and includes a gymnastics and 
two warm-up halls, along with additional 
facilities such as locker rooms, staff 
rooms, referee's offices...

"The construction works are on 
schedule," comments Roman Murzin, 

Despite economic difficulties in 
Russia, a number of enterprises 
manage not just to stay 'afloat', 
but also continue their steady, 
systematic growth. One example of 
such a company is Shchekinoazot, 
one of the flagships of Tula Region 
industry.

The enterprise is actively developing 
despite all the external difficulties 
and problems both on the domestic 
and international market of chemical 
products.

would be attracted even by our walls, 
not just by our coaches. We expect 
that the new 'decor' for practices will 
positively influence the effectiveness 
of the performances of gymnasts who 
have been training for a number of years 
already, and help defend the honor of 
the region at All-Russian competitions. 
Today, the site lacks the needed width, 
and there is little heat and light. The 
new complex will eliminate these 
shortcomings.

We have been dreaming of improving 
training conditions for more than five 
years, and last year, thanks to the 
attention of the city authorities, who 
allocated funds from the budget, the 
practical implementation of our dream 
finally began. Now everything is going 
according to plan, and the new facilities 
will be ready by the beginning of the 
new academic year.

We took a trip to the current rhythmic 
gymnastics training center and saw the 
conditions where today's young talent is 
being brought up.

For Shchekinoazot, 2016 was the 
next stage in the implementation of a 
large-scale strategic program for the 
development of the enterprise, with a 
volume of investments from 2005 to 
2018 of more than $882 million.

Work on a particularly major project 
continues, namely the construction 
of combined production facility for 
methanol and ammonia M-450/A-135, 
in which 19 billion roubles were 
invested. Thanks to this project, the 
launch of which is scheduled for 2018, 
200 new jobs will be created in the 
region, and a total of 450 thousand 
tonnes of ammonia and 135 thousand 
tonnes of methanol will be produced 
annually. The licensor here is a long-
standing and reliable partner of Azot, 
the Danish firm Haldor Topsoe.

With the participation of Chinese 
partners on the Azot site, two production 
facilities are being built: one for sulfuric 
acid, with a capacity of 200 thousand 
tonnes per year, and an ammonium 

sulfate compacting plant.
Shchekinoazot is also engaged in 

a project involving dimethyl ether of 
perfumery quality, which at the moment 
has no analogues in Russia, making 
Azot a pioneer in this segment.

In the future, there are also plans 
for the construction of a methanol 
M-500 production plant. When it is 
commissioned, together with the 
M-450 unit already in operation and 
the commissioning of the previously 
mentioned M-450/A-135, it will form a 
triad capable of leading Shchekinoazot 
into the leading ranks of methanol 
producers in Russia.

Shchekinoazot specialists are also 
simultaneously working in other areas 
as well, including the construction of a 
new power plant, air separation units 

in the oxygen section, and another 
unit of urea-formaldehyde concentrate. 
The company is likewise building new 
treatment facilities, and considering the 
possibility of building a large-capacity 
ammonia and urea plant, which will 
achieve the ambitious goal set for the 
team of becoming one of the largest 
producers of chemical products in 
Russia.

Power structures such as the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade of Russia and the 
ministries of industry and fuel and energy 
complex of Tula oblast render essential 
support in the implementation of JSC 
Shchekinoazot's plans. In regards to 
this support in the form of real effective 

programs, the management of the 
enterprise expresses its thanks to the 
government of the region, and personally 
to the governor Alexey Dumin.

Based on the results of the contest 
among the major enterprises of the 
chemical industry of the country, the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade of Russia 
granted Shchekinoazot the right to 
federal subsidies to compensate a 
portion of interest on loans taken out by 
the enterprise to implement new projects, 
of which the company presented three: 
the combined methanol and ammonia 
plant, and the production facilities for 
sulfuric acid and dimethyl ether. In all 
these cases, the company received 
federal support.

In 2016, as part of the 20th St. 
Petersburg International Economic 
Forum, in which the Governor of the Tula 
Region Alexey Dumin and President 
of JSC Shchekinoazot Boris Sokol 
participated, an agreement was signed 
on cooperation in the implementation of 
an investment project for the construction 
of a methanol and ammonia production 
facility.

With the assistance of the head of the 
region, the question of supplying benzene 
to the enterprise was positively resolved. 
The agreement was reached during the 
visit to the Tula Region of the chairman 
of the board and deputy chairman of the 
Board of Directors of PJSC NK Rosneft, 
Igor Sechin. Shchekinoazot is one of the 
largest consumers of benzene produced 
by Rosneft.

Shchekinoazot is also at the forefront 
of not only production development, but 
also social and charitable life. In 2016 
alone, the company spent more than 95 
million roubles for these purposes.

Mikhail COPANICA.

- My daughter has 
been training here for 
the second year now. 
Let's hope that in the new 
building everything is done 
with the children in mind, 
so that it's interesting for 
them to come there to 
train conveniently and 

- It's the first year for 
my daughter in rhythmic 
gymnastics, who used to 
do just regular gymnastics. 
It's decent here, and 
we're ready to train in 
any conditions, especially 
because we're satisfied 
with the competent and 

comfortably, and so they can succeed 
every step of the way, especially since 
our coaches are top notch.

attentive attitude of the coaching staff. 
But I would be happy if the children had 
better conditions for their practices. At 
the new center we're expecting warm, 
spacious halls, and opportunities to 
keep an eye on performance results. 
Here, when competitions are held, you 
cannot see what is happening in the 
gym. We want a comfortable place for 
parents, along with a normal parking lot. 
We hope construction will be completed 
within the specified time.

Mikhail COPANICA.

The old building does not really 
match the idea of a true "sports center": 
dimly light, a narrow space in front of 
the training hall where parents crowd 
together, and small sports areas... We 
decided to ask the opinion of mothers 
and fathers of young female athletes 
about the new center.

"We expect a new set 
of conditions with the new 
center, which will allow 
us to conduct full-fledged 
recruitment of children," 
said Natalia Ignatova, 
Director of the Triumph 
Moscow Children's 
Sports School. "So they 

also being done on the fire protection of 
metal structures, and roof and internal 
partitions are being installed. The laying 
of power lines, sewage, water supply 
and heat supply networks has been 
completed.

Deputy Head of the 
city administration for 
construction, housing 
and communal services. 
"Installation of metal 
structures for the above-
ground section is already 
70% complete. Work is 

Denis Maznev:

Completion of the new rhythmic gymnastics center is scheduled for the end 
of August 2017.

Today, Shchekinoazot is at the forefront of the region's industrial development.
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